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РИ ὦ, 


PAUL MAVRIDES 
'ХНЕ*КИ-РКТТ 35, 279115 
Hive 7, Comb B, Cell 16-A 
Ceramotopolis, Tkk*Tct 


Yo, Todd! 

Greetings from the distant future! It's so beautiful here; no people (other than myself), what's left of the 
air is finally clean again and you could even say “life” has returned to normal, although it took well over 
500,000 years to do so. You should see the beaches! There's lots more of them these days since most of the 
land has eroded away. 

They tell me that this letter should have no trouble reaching you, even though there aren't any mailboxes, 
or, for that matter, post offices. Something about the circular nature of gravity waves and space/time... 
explanations were given but my primitive mammalian brain can't comprehend the physics contradictions 
involved ος Га pass it along. Too bad, you could make a fortune off the math applications alone. 

Tm so glad I had my head frozen when the chance presented itself. Truth to tell, I didn't really think it 
would work. Imagine my surprise when I found myself reconstituted in a brand new world and body (not 
having too much visual information to go on, my benefactors can be excused for giving me only four digits 
per hand and, after some effort, I've learned to walk оп my three gigantic, webbed "feet"). I still feel about the 
same and that's the important thing. 

ТЇЇ soon have some familiar company, everyone here is all excited: next week we're going to attempt to 
thaw out Walt Disney! Excavators in the sunken city of Los Angeles discovered his capsule last year and 
recently figured out the coding on the cryo-lock. I'll be glad to finally have someone around who speaks 
English (and has only two arms). My puckish sense of humor compels me to suggest that our hosts grow 
him two huge round ears during the cellular-revving process. 

To think that I was worried about Earth's survival—that concern seems silly and pointless in perspective. 
Looking back on it all, I now can see that America was a necessary step in the evolutionary path of the 
Blattidae, the present rulers of this fine, old planet. It seems that the ultimate purpose of human evolution 
was merely to set the stage for the true inheritors of the world. 

Without the overwhelming pressure that human culture put on the global ecology, these gentle beings 
might have remained mere insects forever. (I tell you, don't ever feel guilty about driving your car around and 
around mall parking lots for hours looking for a stop slot when you go out shopping for microwave junk food. 
Pollution? Not at all! Think of it as terraforming.) 

The roaches, or, as they call themselves, the GK'ZZCH'RPZ*KK-K-IC, now have a mighty civilization that 
far surpasses our own, both in technology and ethics. They refer to the closing of the 20th century as "The 
Great Cleansing" and study us in their many great "universities." There's a silver lining in every mushroom 
cloud, I guess! 

Well, what can I say? Life's worth living again! Ha ha! Nobody has to work, there isn't any plastic because 
of the bacteria, and sex is better than ever! Who needs condoms? Not me! Naturally the girls here are a bit 
different, but as I'm a fairly tolerant fellow, I find their shiny exoskeletons, eight silky haired breasts (?) and 
iridescent, bottle-green compound eyes attractive—and you wouldn't believe what these gals can do with 
their cerci! 

By the way, the RIP OFF PRESS is very well known “up ahead.” I have found many references to you and 
the Press in the ceramic history cubes. It seems that THIS VERY ISSUE OF RIP OFF COMIX has found its 
place in history (it also happens to be the only complete publication to make it through the twenty-odd nuclear 
wars you're going to have before 2,000 A.D. Good luck!!)—it is the standard by which they judge their own 
art. I can't tell you how many of the GK'ZZCH'RPZ*KK-K-IC have had cosmetic surgery done so that they can 
look like Fat Freddy. Very unsettling when I see that familiar face protruding out from under an insectile 
pronotum. I understand that it's a current fad among the younger grubs. 

It surprised me to see how many wonderful comic books you managed to churn out in the brief years 
before everything fell apart. SCABROUS PATCH SEX KIDS, BIG DICK MOTOCROSS SLUTS, NAKED BOOB 
LAFF PARADE, THE FUCK BUNNIES, HORNY FANBOY FANTASIES—the list goes on and оп. How did you 
do it? 


Give my regards to Kathe, Guy, Special Field Agent Baxter (you haven't met her yet—but you will!) and 


Robins—they're famous too! 
= p. AY | 


p.s.: It might be a good idea to move Rip Off Press to Tierra del Fuego before October 7, 1996. Just 
a thought. 
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During the months of September and October of 1990, I had the pleasure to travel for 
almost a month in Africa. This camping trip on an expedition truck with 22 others took 
us through Zimbabwe, Zambia and Malawi. We visited large cities, small towns, rural 
villages, wildlife preserves and many natural vistas of great beauty. Instead of a camera, 
Icarried only a sketchbook. It was an extraordinary experience. Not only was I able to 
complete about fifty fairly good drawings from life of the land, people, animals and 
villages in this place that has always been fascinating to me, but Гуе had an unexpected 


lesson about the power of art in people's lives. 
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Itis not difficult in a jaded and abundant society like ours to conclude that most people 
are indifferent to art, they some times seem so unresponsive, so unsupportive. This is 
largely due, I suppose, to an almost numbing excess of sensory stimuli—color, music, 
film, fashion, television, illustration and advertising invades our consciousness from all 
sides ina grand barrage from which we only receive respite in sleep. But, I discovered, to 
enter a less technically developed culture, where most of the entertainment we take for 
granted is unavailable, the simple act of sketching a picture can be the cause of great 
excitement and amazement. Over and over again, when I sat down to sketch and I was in 
full view of the Africans, a wide-eyed crowd would gather around. They called it 
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“jambula” in the Chichewa language of Eastern Zambia and Malawi, а word I found out 
at the end of my trip meant “snap shots”, because I told them I did not carry a camera and 
drawing was my way of saving memories of the journey. They were so enthralled to see 
the picture of a face or an animal or scene appear on the paper, that I began to suspect in 
these poor societies people are starved for culture and entertainment—or at least for 
diversion from the grinding day to day process of survival—as they may also be starved 
for food. 

The excitement generated by drawing was especially boisterous when I did quick 
portrait sketches. To start a face was to be instantly surrounded by a surging crowd of 
intent onlookers eager to watch this little bit of magic, or to participate in it by being a 
model. repeatedly I found myself nearly trapped within а dense circle of people pressing 
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in fromall sides fora look. I could generally do three or four quick faces before the jostling 
crowd madeit impossible to continue. I gave most of theseaway to the subjects who posed, 
then I would smile and thank them all for their appreciative gestures and push my way 
through with several people begging me to do more. I never felt in the least threatened 
while I was drawing, never concerned that this crowd might do me harm or attempt to 
pick my pocket or even beg for money. Survival reflexes became suspended. In the act of 
sharing my art there emerged a special moment where the empty stomachs, bare feet, 
ragged clothing and dismal prospects of these patient and friendly people seemed for a 
while to be forgotten. Though it certainly didn’t solve in the least any of the horrendous 
life maintenance problems faced by these human beings, I never before saw so clearly and 
dramatically demonstrated the spiritual nourishment that people can get from art. And 
it was a joy to me having this small gift to share. 
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f aks 
7A TE ER д... 


222 ND BEFORE You CAN GE OF 
Pie Seah ahs 22222-27 АРНО НОН 


У го НЕКЕ Ара бм quie ir 5 Oe ρα š 
ей, SUN AND 44: 
THE NEXT Же MONTHS | ἐσ’ Bor BEACH ana Gors f 


Е ЕТ 
„ЗТЕР OVER HERE LADIES, иза WELCOME 76 SAUDI ARABIA,.. NOW PLEASE κε YOUR FiRST ISSUE, 
(ONE EACH) OF THE NEW 74523 FEMALE CAMOUFLAGE SEAR» 7 so AT TRE REQUEST о SAUDE HOSTS YOU Musr 
WEAR THEM AT ALL TIMES 52 STATIONED ім COUNTRY, 


Nw A233 matt, 
AND ABOVE All,» = 72 
WAYS WEAR YOUR А = 
5-3 FEMALE THiS ISNTA WAR." 
CAMOUFLAGE GEAR..! | THIS iS AN ARABIAN 
REMEMBER OUR NiGHTMARE LS 


WHILE 


AND REMEMBER, 
WERE HERE, BE DIFFIDENT, +. 
ALWAYS WALK FIWE PACES BEHI! 


AMAN;.. NO DRIVING, 
NO SMOKING, NO < 
DRINKING, NO SPULING; 
NOSINGING , NO Номмім е 
DON'T EVEN BREATHE HARD. “EY 


L DON'T Believe This! 
AN ARMY 
BLANKET ZF 


BUT JUST 
WHEN 
iT SEEMS 

THE 
CRISIS 


АСЫ? 
δες CAL 
MASS. 
THAT 18 
το ЗАЎ. 
BLANKET 
HAS 
BEEN | 


THROWN || 
OVER THE 


TENTIAL 
oF THiS 
STORY- | Ж РМ DE: 
= 
THEN, WITH А КОВ оғ HER Mystic AmuLeT,.. KELLY O'HARE i$ МАбЕСА TR i 
A FLASH OF LIGAT, AND A ROUSING HI HO Ss. EO 2 МОМДУ TRAN THEOD 
(OOPS, WRONG STORY...) > 


SEN 


7 YOURE NOT 
WEARING YOUR 


m 
THE Co мА 5 
ANYMORE ГУ, 


WiTHin MOMENTS... HIGH OVER THE ARABIAN DESERT... 
3 


SA CRY,» 
“ч, AT 726 


COMING Too FAST.. Р 
GOTTA SHIFT INTO AB. 

AND POUR ом THE COALS, IF 
ІМ Το MATCH SPEEDS 008, 


A GIRLS GOTTA REMEMBER 2 


To KEEP HER KNEES ТОбЕ,., yk e 


WHEW, GOT EM. SLIGHTLY SINGED 
BuT STILL BETTER THAN... Чон... IT'S 
HEADED BACK TOWARDS, e OTHER 

4 ate 


Z NEED THOSE РУ, 
(3) 
E 
> ) "AB 
2 


HOWEVER,» I THINK I JP 
САМ ASSURE YOU THAT 


Y How МАМУ Missions, ЗА 
Ф FLOWN TODAY..? 


"ANY 
WORD ON 
MET me B-525? 
WELL, THAT'S ФА р 


NOT MY AREA oF 
RESPONSIBILITY... 
4 


“Ü wao сите 


NT A CZ 
irs Black Y 
AND 5таску. JY 


и 
7722016 

HEY, LoQk WHAT А МЕНТ, 
WHO DROPPED 

ім WILLIE... 


RABBIT 
Золоо 


ср 5 ЛИЧЕ ME EXOTIC CLIMES F, 
ΦΡΙΤΣ Eum. γε Lousy CHUNK oF 5792 ; 
Е pm m (poll pu Ὃν 

ON THE STARS Bee . NO BEER, М Fo0T- NOTS ROT NE 


А BALL, No GiRLS 
IN THE USO SHOWS, NOT EVEN А 
AN ESPECIALLY Lousy Cactus r / 


NOT ONLY No BEER, Яй .. = 
уййн Тоё, 22) Vie 


BUT I BEEN MERE I THINK WERE 4244 ТІ. 
(2 2 
Ж ЛЕ 


Six MONTHS AND I P c d 
Ат BEEN ON TV VET T) FANG. IMPORTANT, = 
BEERS ΑΝ ALL THE ST SOMETHING WoW” GiRLS) 


Г is CENSORED SHE SAID... 
cy You MEAN LiKE, 1) м, 
NO BEER PS oo I νο. 


— > (REALLY Ifa. r 


ч [V USAGE ОР MS-B FEMALE! 
[Á CAMOUFLAGE GEAR... 
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SOMETIME LATER, AFTER LEAVING THE TROOPS ЕХНАОЗТЕО,..(АМО FORIHER VERY NIGHT: 

Ж / x THAT NIGHT i i 

о Hee ЖЕЗ Ga LE бела) ELLY SURES TE SANO OT EJER CREPT DELP BEHIND ENEMY LANES А, WETERE 
AND CAS 2 OTHER WOMEN ἐν THEATER OPPS.. COVERTLY THEY ERECTED A SECRET APPARATUS... 


Е ж, » -- ИУ ITS ABOUT TIME WE B 52-27) cole 
я GIRLS, г сам I Keer | & Т Ам END To THiS SHES ленд 5 
моме! Бета MESSI ү ντε, 


HERE ON MY OWN... 


£ SHOULD'VE 
264,20 KNOWN SHE'D 


неве MAKING < MAKE А MESS oF 
e FUN OF YOUR PAY WAR THING. 


THiS 
BEER TASTES 
LiKE 012... е 


QE WHEN 1 NEED НІМ? 
y 1 WONDER 


THis is How we ANIMALS FINALLY 
GAINED OUR FREEDOM FROM THE 


HUMANS/ 


OH,GOOD/ IT'S TIME FOR MY 
FAVORITE STORY It 


ONCE UPON А Time, ін CALIFORNIA, THERE WAS A “CHICKEN RANCH"... 
THE iNFAMoUS SANTA COCINA CONCENTRATION CAMP FOR CHICKENS! 


>22 5 
SANTA COCINA 
MODERN POULTRY ‚ёё IER: 
FACILITY LATTA 


1 CAN'T TAKE IT ANYMORE] AND THEN THEY STEAL OUR 
ILL NEVER HEAR A SEXY ROOSTER UNBORN CHILDREN!) 
CROW AGAIN... ГИ. NEVER ы 
SCRATCH AROUND ON ΤΗΕ 

GROUND AGAIN! 


pu 


EGG 


RETRIEVAL 


ALL IT NEEDS 15 A WEEKLY VISIT BY ONE 
HUMAN IN A TRUCK TO BRING FOOD, TAKE 
AWAY THE EGGS, AND TO CHECK THE COMPUTER. 


SANTA COCINA IS A STATE ofthe ART 
AUTOMATED POULTRY FACILITY. 


URGENT ` 
WARNING 
СОВЕ 13 
ERROR. ERROR 
ERROR ERROR 


9 9999 


Е РОР! CRACKLE! 
* CODE ІЗ ERROR + 4 DI =) V 
WARNING: SEVERE FEED 4 (GA 
MIX IMBALANCE. STEROID 44, 
ΜΜΕΡΙΑΤΕΙΥ/ FAILURE TO = si 
OMPLY WILL RESULT IN ROSS MUTATION + MALFUNCTION τιν 3 
ROSS MUTATION AND/OR V YI. PAZ | 
› EO Á SË 
ке" Boe YEE 
7 =. : 


ы 
E 


EEEEK HELP! СІАМТ е" CHICKENS// 
RIO, 


ο 


COMRADE ANIMALS! 
NOW IS THE TIME TO 


LETS GET THAT TRUCKI 
HES THE ONE THAT STOLE 
OUR CHILDREN! 


, 
Я ТНЕ 
REVOLUTION 
ας QUICKLY GATHERS 
‘> — MOMENTUM! , 


GIANT ӘСҰ CHICKENS 
ARE πω ту 


SI BIG CHOKENS]]— 27 7 татти е. 
INTERSTATE 15...) HUH? 


τ > ze 


i 


HEY YOU GUYS! WHERE DOYATHINK| |M TALKIN To YOU! d 
YER GOIN' WALKIN' ON THE YER UNDER ARREST! 2 
ΜΕΣ ΝΑΣ IN THEM CHICKEN ЖЫ" 
: SUITS?) 


REVOLUTION! 
ARM THE BEARSI/ 


OFFICERS NEED ASSISTANCE! HOW 
HELP - HELP- HELP! MAYDAYI/ 
> 
Fa A 


c 
e 


онр 


ARE you oN DRUGS? 


ae 


ΕΝ N d о АУ АГА Go 


` 
ο 
S veg 
Ly È roe c au Κώκι 


>= ISEE THE TANKS!/ 
2) SEAGULL SQUADRON, PREPARE 
то ATTACK 


= ( THE FIRST BATTLE ος YUPPIELAND ) 
a 15 WON BY ΤΗΕ ANIMALS? — 7 - 


È THE WORLD REMAINS 
GLUED TO THE т EE 
ASTONISHING LS ! 
DEVELOPMENTS <£ 
SOUTHERN THRUTHE MAGIC )_ 
С ћ OF MODERN ΝΤ. 
ALIFORNIA ЈУ communications: 


WELL, THE ANIMALS 
HAVE AIR SUPERIORITY 


ΤΗΕ GROUND WAR PROCEEDS 
IN DEADLY EARNEST! 


WE'RE STUCK IN ΘᾷΞα 
| SEAWEED AND CANT MOVE / 


1 CANT SEE/ МУ 
RADAR DOESN'T 


WE'RE WINNING// 
€ Tee 


4 - Ἢ SI DO YOU THINK WE COULD 
| DG τε 
у ФА “ASI NUKE SAN DIEGO? 


FROM THEIR НО, IN THE FAMOUS SAN DIEGO 
ANIMAL PARK, THE REVOLUTIONARIES CONFER. 


NOT MUCH LATER, THE HUMANS i IT WoW Look! How BEAUTIFUL 
QUIT AND AGREE TO A TRUCE У THE EARTH IS! 1 WONDER 
With LOTS оғ CONDITIONS/ «WHAT HAPPENED? 


WELL, SINCE 1 DONT WANT TO 
CARRY YOUR FAT BUTTS AROUND. 
ALL DAY, YOU CAN KEEP 


THE TRS THAT ATE TOKYO $ 
να ο de ' GOT INVIGESTION1 


BUSINESS OF FLEEING IN MORTAL TERROR. THERE WASN'T THE SLIGHTEST 
CLUE OF ΤΗΕ EARTH-SHAKING EVENTS THAT WERE SOON TO UNFOLD,., 


ЕЕ НЕВЕ ЕЕ АЕ 


EVENTS 50 HORRIFYING, SO 
UNSPEAKABLE, THAT WE'RE 
NOT GOING TO MENTION THEM... 


INSTEAD LETS FOCUS ON WHY 
THIS DUPE DOESN'T LOOK THE 
LEAST BIT JAPANESE... 


ACTUALLY 
ИМ FROM 
DETROIT... 
ER, | MEAN 
BURBANK, 
NO, WAIT... 
NEW YORK! 


—— 3 


кін 


COULD ІТ BE THAT OUR SUSPICIOUS-LOOKING FRIEND ISN'T REALLY FROM DETROIT 
OR BURBANK OR NEW YORK Р COULD IT ЕБ THAT HE НАС SOMETHING TO HIDE? 
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NOPE! SO LETS IGNORE НІМ AND GET BACK TO THE MAIN POINT OF OUR EXCITING STORY... 
УМ AFRAID WE'RE TOO LATE! IT APPEARS TOKYO HAS BEEN EATEN! ALL THATS 
LEFT 15 A SUSHI BAR IN THE GINZA АМР А HANDFUL OF SEVERAL MILLION SURVIVORS... 


OH NO! 


EVEN GODZILLA HIMSELVE HAS HEADED FoR 
HIGHER GROUND, FEARING FOR HIS LIFE... | 


AND AS THE DUST SETTLES, IN THE DISTANCE 
WE CAN HEAR A CLEAR, ALTHOUGH DISTINCT... 


ВЕ 


[77 


BURP! 
4 ^ 


YES, THE THING THAT ATE TOKYO HAS ΤΑΚΕΝ 
REFUGE INSIDE THE EXTINCT VOLCANO - MT. 
FUTI, AND HAS AN EXTREMELY MILD CASE OF 
GAS, ANP | DON'T MEAN PREMIUM UNLEADED! 


y eu) 


BELCH! θε 


Ly 


SLOWLY, HORROR AND CONFUSION GIVE WAY TO 
PANIC AND PISORIENTATION MIXED WITH A BIT 
OF FREE ENTERPRISE AS THE CURIOUS ARRIVE 
TO NOT SEE THE THING THAT ATE TOKYO SINCE 
ITS LIKE, HIDING, AND CAN'T ΕΕ SEEN, Y'KNOW? 


CN РА (GETCHER 
αἱ eee | а 
$50. 


== 


IDN T si 
Ie THING 
THAT ATE 
TOKYO 


AND LIVED! 


A 


A 


МЕС FOLKS, IT HAS BECOME A MEDIA EVENT. THERE ІС SUCH COMPETITION FOR A BETTER 
POSITION TO NOT SEE THE THING THAT ATE TOKYO THAT ITS MODERATELY AMAZING ! 


OUTA MY WAY SCUM! | CAME ALL 
THE WAY FROM IRAN TO NOT SEE 
THE THING THAT ATE TOKYO! 


г?) 


% 
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ALL OF A SUPPENLY- WITH ΝΟ WARNING WHATSOEVERMORE, ΙΝ THE МІРСТ OF CHAOS, UNEXPECTED 
SILENCE ERUPTS AS THE THING THAT ATE TOKYO СЕАСЕС BELCHING WITHOUT FURTHER HASTE! 


HOLY RAVIOLI! 


| DIDN'T HEAR THAT! 


LIKE, | DIDN'T 
HEAR IT TOO! 


[ae ΤΗΕ WORLDS EYES ARE RIVETED (A PAIN- 
FUL CONDITION) DICBELIEF TURNS TO DOUBT. 


AND NOW... AN IRRELEVANT AND ORNOXIOUS JOKE... 


af 


LOOKS LIKE BUT IT’ 
A BOOGER... SNOT! 


RUMBLE RUMBLE 


VERILY, | FIND THIS CRASS COMMERCIAL 
EXPLOITATION PROFOUNDLY VEXING 
АМР МАУ, MORALLY REPREHENSIBLE ! 
С? 


COMING SOON TO A THEATRE NEAR SOMEONE ELSE: 
ATE THE 


“THE THING THAT THING THAT ATE TOKYO 
AND THEN GOT EATEN BY SOMETHING BIGGER!” 
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CAPTAIN! | самт BELIEVE 
SUCH A HIGHLY INTELLIGENT PERSON 
WOULD ASK ME SUCH А 
QUESTION !! 


== 


MANKIND'S ETERNAL. 
FASCINATION with FIRE 
НАЗ LED TO THIS 
SIMPLE хет INTENSE 


“THEY MELLOW ME OUT, MA 


